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To rend the empire from the Austrian grasp,

And next from Sweden's, even when he did clasp

Within his dying arms the sovereignty

Of all those provinces, that men might see                   40

The Divine wisdom would not leave that land

Subject to any one king's sole command.

Then let the Germans fear if Caesar shall,

Or the United Princes, rise and fall;

But let us, that in myrtle bowers sit                            45

Under secure shades, use the benefit

Of peace and plenty, which the blessed hand

Of our good king gives this obdurate land ;

Let us of revels sing, and let thy breath,

(Which fllTd Fame's trumpet with Gustavus' death,    50

Blowing his name to heaven), gently inspire

Thy past'ral pipe, till all our swains admire

Thy song and subject, whilst they both comprise

The beauties of the SHEPHERD'S PARADISE.

For who like thee (whose loose discourse is far             55

More neat and polish'd than our poems are,

Whose very gait's more graceful than our dance)

In sweetly-flowing numbers may advance

The glorious night when, not to act foul rapes

Like birds or beasts, but in their angel-shapes,            60

A troop of deities came down to guide

Our steerless barks in passion's swelling tide

By virtue's card, and brought us from above

A pattern of their own celestial love ?

Nor lay it in dark sullen precepts drown'd,                  65

But with rich fancy and clear action crown'd,

Through a mysterious fable (that was drawn,

Like a transparent veil of purest lawn,

Before their dazzling beauties) the divine

Venus did with her heavenly Cupid shine.                    70

The story's curious web, the masculine style,

The subtle sense, did Time and Sleep beguile;

Pinion'd and charm'd they stood to gaze upon

Th' angelic forms, gestures and motion;

To hear those ravishing sounds that did dispense         75

Knowledge and pleasure to the soul and sense.

It fUl'd us with amazement to behold

Love made all spirit; his corporeal mould,

Dissected into atoms, melt away